FIRST OVER EVEREST
most people, curious manners and customs to adjust to modern
ways, difficulties of religion and creed to be overcome, tribal
and caste relations to be preserved. Through all the generations
since we first came to India, successive administrations working
on the same lines of justice and equity, have had the cause of
the social victims ever before them, but it is a matter of
extreme delicacy and one in which every move must be made
with the utmost caution.
So much for India and its many complex problems.
Native pedlars and mendicants paid their calls and tried to
sell their goods, squatting upon the verandah. At first they were
all smiles and self-sacrifice, but the moment anyone picked up
one of their wares the sound of bargaining would fill the air
and go on until sunset if not stopped. Where trade is concerned
in the East the sun stands still. Time is the vulture who never
alights save on the dead. A clock tower in the bazaar is like
the hyena who raises his voice in the night when no one bothers
to listen. Naturally, when a native says he is going to the
bazaar, he does not mean he is going to buy anything, but
merely to lounge, dose, bargain, and above all to gossip. "Tell
me a story, and then let me tell it better," is ageless in the East
as anywhere else.
Once, on the way from the bungalow to the aerodrome, a
monkey passed riding on a bullock! Everyone made way for
the monkey and his mount, and motor-cars braked reverently,
for Hanuman, the monkey god, is a sacred person to Hindus.
When he crossed from India to Ceylon he did it in one stride,
and where his foot touched earth in India a temple marks the
holy spot.
Various visitors and friends turned up from time to time at
Purnea. Richardson, of the Climbing Expedition, came down
to tell of the large wireless station he had set up at Darjeeling,
by which he hoped to establish communication with the
climbers at their base camp and relay the news. The Rev. Dr.
Graham, formerly Moderator of the Church of Scotland, a
friend of Clydesdale's, arrived one day and arranged that
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